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Welcome to the  
KU Conference 2019.  

The title of our conference, 
this year is the Power of the 
Question. It is a provocation 
to call forward companions in 
thinking to consider the art of 
questioning, as a foundational 
imperative to authentic early 
childhood pedagogy.

A rich cohort of international 
and national speakers 
extend an invitation for 
teachers, educators and early 
childhood professionals to 
consider the gap between our 
biggest aspirations and most 
challenging current realities. 
They will challenge us to step 
into pedagogies with courage 
and confidence and reach 
beyond the limitations of who 
we are now and stake a claim 
for new possibilities.

We are delighted to present 
renowned educational 
consultant Alise Shafer Ivey, 
as the conference keynote 
speaker who will set the stage 
for thinking and dialogue. She 
will encourage practitioners to 
contemplate an intellectual 
landscape, that honours 
thinking about thinking and 
the art of questioning as a gift 
to support children to reflect 
upon the implications and 
machinations of their own 
thinking.

A complementary strong suite 
of early childhood specialists 
will also conspire to challenge 
us to keep playful inquiry, 
thoughtful questioning, 
intellectual agility, critical 
reflection and culture making 
at the core of early childhood 
education.  

Our aim for delegates in 
2019, is to embrace this 
unique opportunity and be 
inspired to continue to act 
from deep integrity, to call 
forward opportunities to 
practice and critique the art 
of questioning, to engage in  
rich conversations and sound 
pedagogical decisions that 
will generate opportunities 
for children to be nimble 
and reflective, curious and 
challenged, innovators and 
researchers. 

Let’s transform the power 
of the question to spark the 
engines of intellect and inquiry.                  

KU CEO, Christine Legg 

Introduction and Welcome 
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Order of Events

8:00 am  Registration

8:45 am Welcome to Country

9:00 am Introduction and Welcome

9:30 am Keynote – Alise Shafer Ivey

10:30 am Morning Tea

11:15 am Featured Speaker – Professor E. Jayne White

12:30 pm Lunch and Exhibitors Display

2:00 pm Thought Bites

3:15 pm Concurrent Afternoon Sessions

4:30 pm Close of Day

Closed Session for KU staff only

5:00 pm KU Awards and Networking Event
      to
7:00 pm
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Conference Program

This year’s program will open with 
a Keynote presentation, followed 
by a Featured Speaker. 

The afternoon “Thought Bites” 
offers delegates the opportunity 
to hear from three speakers, 
presenting topics in a quick, clear 
and insightful manner. 

This is followed by a series of 
concurrent sessions related to a 
topic area.

“Thought Bites”

Keynote Speaker 
Alise Shafer Ivey

Featured Speaker

Concurrent Sessions
Choose a Session

Professor E. Jayne White
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Alise Shafer Ivey is an educational 
consultant, Founder and Executive 
Director of the Pedagogical 
Institute of Los Angeles, and 
retired Founder and Director of 
Evergreen Community School in 
Santa Monica, California. She works 
privately with schools throughout 
the US and abroad including China, 
New Zealand, Korea, Nepal, Japan, 
Australia, Brazil and Peru.  

In her role as Executive Director 
of the Pedagogical Institute, she 
supports teachers in underserved 
public schools through The 
Collaborative Teacher Project.  

In 2018, she created The Nest, 
a play space for young refugee 
children in Lesvos, Greece. Alise also 
speaks regularly at conferences 
internationally and was a speaker at 
TEDx Sunset Park. 

Her work is informed by a 
constructivist educational 
approach and a strong belief in the 
competence of young children.

Keynote Speaker

ALISE SHAFER IVEY
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A fourth-generation pakeha 
from Aotearoa New Zealand,  
Jayne brings a life-long interest 
in early childhood pedagogies, 
with a special focus on very 
young learners.

As Associate Dean Early 
Childhood she leads a team 
of lively academics who work 
with early childhood education 
students and teachers all over 
the world to better understand 
and engage with our youngest 
learners. 

Dialogue about dialogues: Two 
year old’s in ‘preschool’ spaces

What does it mean to ‘teach’ 
two year-olds in ECE spaces 
that are traditionally oriented 
to older learners? What is the 
place of dialogue and why is it 
so important for their learning? 

These are some of the 
questions that face Australian 
educators in contemplation 
of younger age learners 
increasingly entering their 
preschool spaces. These 
questions will be explored 
during this presentation, 
based on a recently completed 
Teaching Learning Research 
Initiative (TLRI) project where 
teachers closely examined their 
pedagogy related to two year-
olds in preschool. 

Using the recently launched 
website resource, www.
waikato.ac.nz/age-responsive, 
developed out of this project 
and associated dialogic 
principles, participants will be 
invited to contemplate their 
own inclusive practices with 
regard to effective pedagogy 
for two year old’s and explore 
the necessary paradox that is 
present when young learners 
are located in spaces that were 
never designed specifically for 
their developmental needs but 
which are, nonetheless, ripe 
with possibility.

Featured Speaker

PROFESSOR E. JAYNE WHITE
Associate Dean Early Childhood Education RMIT
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Thought Bites

REBECCA DUNCAN

Intersubjective Experience 
– How do our feelings affect 
the way children feel about 
themselves? 

This thought bite session 
looks at the theory of 
intersubjectivity, and explores 
how the way we communicate 
with children non-verbally, can 
have a powerful impact on 
how children view themselves 
and even behave.

This session will then explore 
how to support children 
using strategies grounded 
in attachment theory and 
drawing from principles 
of dyadic developmental 
psychotherapy.  

TRENT SAVILLE

Journeys of Inquiry: 
Harnessing the Power  
of Curiosity to Amplify  
Children’s Learning

Children are natural, born 
inquirers. Innately curious from 
the moment of birth, humans 
possess an irrepressible desire 
to connect with and learn 
about their world. Participants 
will begin to explore how early 
childhood educators might 
nurture and harness children’s 
natural inclination to question 
and research, laying foundations 
children will build on throughout 
their lives as increasingly 
sophisticated inquirers. Today’s 
learners will need to capitalise 
on these skills and dispositions 
like no generation before them.

Dr Criss Jones Díaz will 
invite delegates to consider 
questions that challenge 
educators to think about 
the cultural lens through 
which they view children, 
families and colleagues. 

What questions and 
support will enable teams 
to be open, courageous 
and able to accept others 
diverse perspectives, 
personal and professional 
experiences?

DR CRISS JONES DIAZ 
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Human relationships are a 
function of empathy. We 
convey our empathy by 
our intense interest and 
desire to understand the 
other. Attuned responses 
have the capacity to ignite 
the creative impulse that 
leads to further theory 
construction and innovation

In this workshop we will 
explore the possibilities 
that emerge when our 
engagement with young 
children becomes the 
impetus to deep thought 
and empathic relationships

This session offers 
delegates the opportunity 
to unpack and explore key 
concepts raised in the key 
note session with Alise. 

Concurrent Sessions

ALISE SHAFER IVEY 

Founder and Executive 
Director of the Pedagogical 
Institute of Los Angeles

Building on from Rebecca’s 
Thought Bites presentation, 
this workshop invites 
participants to unpack 
several of the ‘essential 
elements’ of inquiry 
pedagogies. Strategies and 
practical ideas to cultivate 
a culture of inquiry will be 
emphasised. 

Dialogue and reflective 
practice will be a feature of 
this workshop as we explore 
diverse, real-life stories 
of inquiry that provide 
inspiring glimpses of what 
is possible when we honour 
the capabilities of young 
children.

REBECCA DUNCAN TRENT SAVILLE 

The Art of the Question 

Early Childhood 
Consultant Association of 
Independent Schools of 
Western Australia

Journeys of Inquiry: The 
Essential Elements of 
Inquiry Pedagogies This seminar explores the 

neurobiology of stress and 
attachment and supports 
participants to reinterprets 
children’s controlling 
behaviours as a reflection of 
skill deficits and their past 
attachment experiences

The session will explore 
the following topics and 
strategies for changing 
children’s behaviours:  

 Neurobiology of Stress

 Development of Secure  
 and Insecure  
 Attachment Templates

 How Disorganised  
 Attachment manifests in  
 behaviour

 A framework of  
 Competence instead of  
 Compliance

 Reading and Responding  
 to Miscues

 Integrating needs and  
 building Empathy

Director, Complex Care  

Supporting Children with 
Controlling Behaviours – 
Are we building trust or 
seizing power?
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Concurrent Sessions

DR CRISS JONES DÍAZ 

Senior Lecturer, University of 
Western Sydney, Languages 
education and diversity studies

This panel of facilitators will 
explore the complexities of 
transferring their Aboriginal 
language, what the historical 
and ethical obligations are 
for teaching others language 
and the role of early childhood 
educators in supporting 
children’s understanding of the 
first people’s languages.

There will be many 
opportunities for participants to 
ask questions and clarify their 
thinking and practices.

AUNTY JULIE BUKARI  
(Webb) 

AUNTY CORINA MARINO  
(Boorooberongal Dharug Elders)

AUNTY JODI EDWARDS  
(Walbunja Yuin Elder)

Women with warrior words: 
sharing Aboriginal languages 

This seminar will explore ways 
in which educators can build 
on children’s and families’ 
cultural, linguistic and social 
assets to promote diversity 
and difference; and culturally 
and linguistically responsive 
pedagogies.  It aims to 
challenge educators thinking 
about the cultural lens through 
which they view children, 
families and colleagues from 
diverse backgrounds.

Educators will be invited to 
critically question taken-for-
granted assumptions about 
diversity and difference, family 
knowledges, expectations 
and dominant cultural values 
and beliefs to provoke critical 
reflective conversations 
that enable the letting go 
of embedded practices that 
affords open, courageous and 
equitable pedagogies that is 
of relevance now and into the 
future.
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The post-conference award ceremony is a closed session for KU staff only. 

The KU Making the Difference Awards and the KUSA Awards recognise outstanding achievements 
and contributions to KU by individuals or teams of KU staff. 

The ceremony will run from 5:00pm – 7:00pm and refreshments will be provided.  

KU Staff Awards 

International Convention Centre (ICC) 
Located in the heart of Darling Harbour, the  
ICC Sydney is easily accessible by train, bus, 
light rail and foot with only a 10 minute walk 
from Central and Town Hall train stations. 
Secure parking is available and conveniently 
located within the Darling Harbour precinct.

Marketplace
The marketplace will showcase a variety of 
suppliers relevant to the Early Childhood sector.

Lunch and Refreshments
Your registration fee includes morning tea, 
lunch, tea and coffee and refreshments. If 
you have any special dietary requirements, 
please fill in the appropriate section during the 
registration process. 

Transport and Parking 
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Please provide your teacher accreditation number upon registration.

Registration Fees

KU Employee Registration $90.00

KU Inclusion Agency Partners $190.00

External Registrations (non-KU employee)

 –    Early Bird (until 30 July) $315.00
 –    Full Registration $345.00
 –    Student (Full Time) $180.00

(For Student Registrations please call  
02 9268 3978)

Important Information
In order to complete the registration process, 
you must accept the Terms and Conditions. 
A confirmation email will be sent upon final 
payment of registration, if you do not receive 
this email confirmation then your registration is 
incomplete. 

Registrations

To register for the 2019 Annual Conference, participants are required to complete the online 
registration process accessible via the KU website: 

https://www.ku.com.au/professional-development/ku-annual-conference

Completing KU Annual Conference 2019 – The 
Power of the Question will contribute 4 hours of 
NESA registered PD addressing 1.1.2 and 6.2.2 from 
the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers 
towards maintaining Proficient Teacher Registration 
in NSW. 


