Wik
NSW

GOVERNMENT
The Hon Peter Garrett AM The Hon Linda Burney MP
Federal Member for Kingsford Smith Minister for State Planning
Minister for School Education, Minister for Community Services

Early Childhood and Youth
13 October 2010

GIVING FAMILIES MORE ACCESS TO PRESCHOOL

Federal Minister for Early Childhood Peter Garrett today met with his state counterpart
Linda Burney, NSW Minister for Community Services, at a preschool in La Perouse.

Mr Garrett said the Gillard Government believes every child deserves the best start in life
and access to high-quality education and care so they can get the best job possible later in
life.

“All the research tells us that through early childhood education our children are being well
prepared for their entry into school,” he said.

“That is why the Government is placing so much emphasis on the first years by providing
$970 million over five years to early childhood education through the National Partnership
Agreement. Of this major investment, $955 million will go directly to the states and
territories to achieve universal access to early childhood education.

“By 2013, in the year before they start school, all children will have access to 15 hours a
week of quality early childhood education for 40 weeks a year, to be delivered by a
university-trained early childhood teacher.

“We're also investing in lifting the quality of childcare in Australia, providing more than
$14.4 billion to mums and dads to help pay for the cost of childcare, and our new, fully-
funded Paid Parental Leave scheme has begun and working parents who are expecting a
baby in the New Year and thereafter can claim parental leave pay for up to 18 weeks at the
minimum wage of $570 per week before tax.

“These historic reforms show this Gillard Government is laying the reforms for smarter,
fairer Australia and one that’s all about securing the future of all Australian kids.”

The National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education is a Commonwealth
commitment with states and territories to help make community preschool programs more
affordable and accessible.

Ms Burney said that through the National Partnership and NSW Government’s Preschool
Investment and Reform Plan (PIRP), an investment of $55 million this year alone will help
create 5,250 new preschool places by 2013.

“The reform plan is benefitting families in this state because since 2009, the NSW
Government has made 1,642 new preschool places available, including 919 places this
year,” she said.



“This is the biggest investment in early education in 30 years. It is about giving all children,
regardless of where they live or their background, access to quality education and care.

“Under PIRP, the Government is encouraging preschools to look at ways that they can
open their doors to more families. They might increase their days of operation, or reduce
fees so that more families can attend more often.”

Ms Burney said that KU La Perouse was one of the 650 preschools to have benefitted from
a one-off grant earlier this year.

“Over $10 million has been given to these preschools as a reward for their hard work to
increase enrolments,” she said.

“KU Children’s Services was able to lower fees at all the 77 centres that received the grant,
thus making their services more affordable.”

KU is a not-for-profit organisation that operates over 150 children's services nationally
including 93 preschools in NSW. All fees and funding are directed towards delivering
affordable, high quality education and care.

Sheridan Dudley, CEO of KU, said that the National Quality Reforms were an historic move
towards bringing about better educational outcomes for Australian children in the long term.

“We already had many of the new requirements in place. For example, KU has employed
qualified kindergarten teachers since we opened Australia’s first kindergarten in 1895, and
today we maintain a policy of employing a university qualified early childhood teacher in
every KU centre.

“As a result, we have seen first-hand the difference that this makes for children in the early
years, and we hope the reforms will see more children benefit in the same way.”
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